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[bookmark: _GoBack]	Forest School at Linslade Lower embraces the school’s curriculum drivers namely communication, citizenship, wellbeing and an understanding of the local and global environment.  The children develop a respect for the environment, manage their risks to equip them for challenges in everyday life, giving them a sense of pride in personal achievements and encourages communication on many different levels.
	Skills
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4

	Shelter and Den building
	Introduction to basic shelter building and safety.

Mini den building for small animals using appropriate materials found outside.

Make a bird’s nest.

Understand what the animals may need, explain why they have chosen the materials and work as a team.

	Create mini bug hotels for minibeasts link to suitable locations in school grounds.

Supported construction of tripod structures.

Erect a lean to shelter, with support.

Cover the conditions of survival -food, water, warmth and shelter.
	Design and build various shelters using materials found in the environment.

Use tarpaulins and simple lashings and knot tying, with adult support where needed. 

Work successfully as a group or individuals to create a durable shelter.

Revisit the conditions of survival.
	Build an effective shelter or den in a group considering each member’s contribution.

Compare and evaluate the shelters in relation to their sturdiness, durability and weatherproofing.

Assess whether the den/shelter is fit for purpose.

	Knots 
	Introduction to basic knots.
Tie a granny knot.
Tie a reef knot.
Tie shoe laces. 
	Start using knots for attaching to structures and trees.
Tie a lanyard.
Introduce hitches.
	More sophisticated use of knots for attaching poles together in den building, such as frapping and clove hitches.
	To be able to tie a round turn and two half hitches and/or a bowline.

To tie different knots for specific purposes.

	Skills
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4

	Tools
	
Introduction to basic tools & safety procedures.

Learn to use a potato peeler practising on carrots and later on using elder.

Use kitchen tools in mud kitchen and gardening equipment appropriately.


	
Use a hand drill or palm drill to drill holes into wooden discs and decorate.

With support, use a bow saw to cut a wooden disc.
	
Children will continue to use a bow saw, with support, to cut wooden discs of different sizes.

Continuation of the use of tools to whittle, drill and decorate using natural dyes such as blackberries, elderberries and various plants.

Children will develop their skills when using a range of tools when physically, emotionally and mentally ready to do so.


	Fire and outdoor cooking
	
Learn how to be safe around a fire in a small, adult supported group.

Collect sticks for use on a fire and sort by size.

Watch an adult light the fire by starting with smaller sticks and increasing the size to keep the fire going.

Cook marshmallow and/or damper bread on a stick over a fire supervised by an adult.

Introduce the Kelly Kettle.


	
Revisit fire safety.

Learn about and understand the fire triangle.

Use a flint and steel to create a spark to light a piece of cotton wool.

Collect correct sticks to safely light a fairy fire and keep it going.

Cook various simple foods over the main fire.

	Skills
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4

	[bookmark: _Hlk123734283]Geographical Skills and Navigation
	Follow rules and boundaries.
Promote free exploration and investigation.
Use positional language when looking around and discuss what they see in different directions.

	Demonstrate an understanding of the concept of a basic map and know the eight points of the compass.

Follow a simple orienteering trail to understand a message. 
	Give or follow verbal and non-verbal instructions to create and follow trails.

To be able to work either independently, in pairs or in groups.

To demonstrate an understanding of a star orienteering activity.

	
	
Follow a simple shape trail
from a map, using teamwork and problem-solving skills.

	Use simple compass directions and locational language.

Devise a simple map and use basic symbols on a key.

Follow blindfold trails using teamwork skills.
	
	

	Exploration 
	Introduction and reinforcement of rules and boundaries.
Promotion of independent learning and show awareness of risks, such as brambles, nettles and water.
Plant bulbs, seeds, potatoes and investigate the sensory garden.
Investigate insects in their habitat and discover wildlife in the pond.
Play team games, work as a team to cooperate and communicate clearly.
Build dens by correctly carrying sticks and logs in a safe manner.
Create artwork using the natural environment as a pallet.
Have fun and encourage creativity.

	First Aid
	All children will be taught:
How to make an emergency call and how to stay safe when helping others.
Know how to tell an adult if they or someone else is feeling unwell.
Know how to be kind, keep calm and look after others if they are feeling hurt or sad.
	All children will be taught:
How to make a clear and efficient call to the emergency services.
How to stay safe when helping others.
How to deal with a burn.
How to deal with bites, stings and what to do if someone has cut themselves.



image1.png




