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Welcome

Inspire, challenge, succeed and excel.

Dear Parents

On behalf of the school I would like to say ‘welcome’. Linslade Lower School is a happy and safe place to be and I am looking forward to your child starting our school.

I am proud to be headteacher at such a friendly and exciting school. The children are well motivated, keen and hard working. We work hard to provide a creative curriculum that educates pupils for the future. Pupil welfare is at the heart of what we do.

Linslade Lower School is a forward thinking, dynamic school where parents, staff, children, teachers and governors all work together to provide a high quality learning environment. We have high standards in all subjects and our academic results confirm this.

We strive to make sure that our pupils are happy, safe and secure and receive the high quality teaching and support that allows them to reach their full potential both academically and socially. 

Our aim is to ensure your children have a rewarding and enjoyable time learning at Linslade Lower School. If you have concerns at any time please contact the school.

We look forward to working in partnership with you; there are numerous opportunities to become involved we hope you will take advantage of all that is on offer.

Mrs H Farlam

Headteacher
Organisation & Staffing

Organisation

The Early Years Foundation Stage refers to the stage of education for pupils between birth and 5 years.

At Linslade Lower School the early years foundation stage classes are situated in the old boys school. This part of the school has its own playground.

In this school there are two year groups in the Early Years Foundation Stage: 
Nursery (year N) – part time places for pupils aged 3+, children can join our nursery three times a year: September, January and April. 
Reception  (year R) – full time places for pupils each September following their fourth birthday. 

This handbook refers to year R (Reception)

The School Day

Reception
The reception day starts at 8.45am and finishes at 3.25pm
At the beginning of the session:
Children can enter the building via the allocated entrance. 
It is important that children arrive on time.  Being late, even by a few minutes is unsettling for your child and the rest of the class.

At the end of the session:
Children must be collected by an adult from their allocated exit.  
For the safety of your child you are required to complete a form detailing who is allowed to collect them, we will not let your child go home with someone not recorded on the form. If the arrangements change please complete a new form which is available from the office. 

Playtime

Children in the Foundation Stage have their own playground. Outside play is very important for the learning and development of young children. They have opportunities to play outside throughout the day. The playground has a wide variety of high quality equipment.

Children must not play on equipment outside of school hours. It is the responsibility of parents to ensure their children do not play on the equipment.
Drinks

Milk is available each day; it is free of charge to children in the foundation stage who are under 5 years old. Children do not have to drink milk.

Children can bring a named water bottle filled with water.

Fruit

In order to promote healthy eating a piece of fruit is available free of charge each day. The children enjoy the fruit break and the variety of fruits available. If your child is allergic to fruit please inform the class teacher (a letter from the doctor is required).

Dinner time

School meals are cooked on the premises every day and available to purchase for those parents who wish their children to have a hot meal at lunchtime. Hobbs provides the service and employs the kitchen staff. Please enquire at the school office for current prices. 

For those families who do not want to purchase a school meal children should bring a packed lunch to school. 

Children must be provided with a lunch that is healthy and of an adequate size. Packed lunches should be as nutritious as possible. All uneaten food will be kept in the box so that you will be able to see how much food has been eaten. They will eat in the dining hall with the other children.

Absence
Obviously children who are unwell need to be kept a home. We need to be informed of the reason for absence by telephone on the first day of absence.

Appointments should be made outside of school time wherever possible. We must be informed in advance if a child will miss school because of an appointment.

Government rules have recently changed and leave of absence for holidays or to visit family in term time is not allowed.

We expect all children to be in school every day unless they are ill. Irregular attendance establishes bad habits and does not signal the importance of going to school. 


Uniform

Uniform gives a sense of belonging and pride.
Children at Linslade Lower School wear school uniform. It consists of: 

· Grey trousers (long or short) or pinafore dress or skirt

· Pale blue shirt or blouse

· Plain navy blue cardigan or jumper or sweatshirt

· White, grey or navy socks or tights

· Suitable, sturdy black shoes with laces or a bar.

· Girls: Blue and white gingham check dress for the summer

School sweatshirts with our logo are available from the School Association.

Aprons
Children in Reception will be provided with aprons for messy play and art activities.

Jewellery

We discourage the wearing of jewellery for safety and security reasons. We cannot accept responsibility for its loss or any accidents that are caused due to the wearing of jewellery.

Curriculum and Learning 

Your child will have already learnt a considerable amount before joining our school. It is our job to build on that prior learning.
In the Reception we focus on helping your child to be a confident learner who can play and learn co-operatively. We value and promote a broad curriculum that includes social and emotional development as well as academic subjects.
In the Reception your child will learn through a mixture of activities. Some will be very specific and led by an adult; others will allow the child to work more independently. The independent tasks involve the child choosing from a variety of activities the adult has planned and prepared. Our Early Years are well resourced – inside and out.
Curriculum
In the curriculum there are seven areas of learning and development that shape educational programmes in early years settings. 
• Communication and language development involves giving children opportunities to experience a rich language environment; to develop their confidence and skills in expressing themselves; and to speak and listen in a range of situations. 

• Physical development involves providing opportunities for young children to be active and interactive; and to develop their co-ordination, control, and movement. Children must also be helped to understand the importance of physical activity, and to make healthy choices in relation to food. 

• Personal, social and emotional development involves helping children to develop a positive sense of themselves, and others; to form positive relationships and develop respect for others; to develop social skills and learn how to manage their feelings; to understand appropriate behaviour in groups; and to have confidence in their own abilities. 

• Literacy development involves encouraging children to link sounds and letters and to begin to read and write. Children must be given access to a wide range of reading materials (books, poems, and other written materials) to ignite their interest. 
Note: At Linslade Lower School a lot of emphasis is placed on the children learning the basics of reading and writing. A structured scheme ‘Letters and sounds’ is used to teach your child phonics (sounds) to enable them to read and write words. 
• Mathematics involves providing children with opportunities to develop and improve their skills in counting, understanding and using numbers, calculating simple addition and subtraction problems; and to describe shapes, spaces, and measures. 

• Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community through opportunities to explore, observe and find out about people, places, technology and the environment. 

• Expressive arts and design involves enabling children to explore and play with a wide range of media and materials, as well as providing opportunities and encouragement for sharing their thoughts, ideas and feelings through a variety of activities in art, music, movement, dance, role- play, and design and technology. 

Assessment
Assessment is a continual process and is used by teachers to plan the next learning steps for your child. Teachers use observation, evidence from the children’s work to make their assessments. Children are assessed using the ‘Development Matters’ criteria.
We monitor the children’s progress very carefully throughout their time with us. Each term the class teacher meets with the Headteacher to discuss the progress made by each child, this ensures we can do our best to meet your child’s needs. 

An ongoing assessment record is maintained for each pupil. Outcomes are reported to parents and discussed at consultation meetings during the year. 

Parents’ Evenings
There is an opportunity for parents to meet with their child’s teacher each term. At these meetings you will be able to discuss progress and find out what the next learning steps for your child are. 

If you have any concerns between consultation meetings please speak to the class teacher.

Behaviour 

Children at Linslade Lower School behave well. We have a strong ethos and follow a positive approach to promoting good behaviour and discouraging unacceptable behaviour.

This involves:

· having clear, shared classroom rules

· praising correct behaviour

· celebrating success with pupils, staff and parents

when behaviour is unacceptable we will:

· verbally reprimand explaining what is wrong with the behaviour and what the correct behaviour is

· giving ‘time-out’ to think about actions for a short period of time
When poor behaviour persists we will invite parents to discuss the issues with us and agree a way forward. 

Contact Information
School telephone number
01525 372085

E mail address


office@linsladelower.beds.sch.uk
Website



www.linsladelower.co.uk
School Address
Leopold Road, Linslade, Leighton Buzzard LU7 2QU

Headteacher



Mrs Hazel Farlam 

Office staff


Mrs Julie Anne Deverux and

Mrs Marie Perry 

Chair of Governors


Mr Matt Foulis
If your child is taken ill during the school day we will telephone you. Please make sure that we have the correct telephone numbers at all times.





Please remember to name all of your child’s clothing and check regularly that names haven’t washed away. 


This means we can re-unite your child with lost items.
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