Parent Forum 16th January 2023 3.00pm in school
Present- Mrs Farlam, five parents and the Chair of Governors
Mrs Farlam shared the information about homework from the school’s teaching and learning policy-
Homework
When setting expectations for homework we are mindful that people have very different opinions about the value of homework and that children and their families have busy lives outside of school. The amount of homework and estimate of time to do it therefore has to be reasonable. We are also mindful that children work hard in school each day and need time to relax; many also participate in beneficial sporting and leisure pursuits. Therefore we send home a weekly bulletin that explains what the children have learnt in English and maths and suggests some further learning activities that families may choose to do.
We believe that homework enables parents to participate and further understand the learning their child is doing and can help to consolidate the learning they have done in school.
Homework includes:
· Daily reading practice, this is for all children who have a home reading book. We suggest 10 minutes for reception and key stage 1 and 15 minutes for key stage 2. 
· Phonics practice; this is weekly for pupils in reception and may be used in year 1
· Word work: spellings and vocabulary in key stage 1 and 2
· Maths: skills practice, including access to an online times table app
· Individual homework to support intervention strategies

In addition to the weekly bulletin parents are given a curriculum newsletter each term that outlines the topic learning.
The parents present said-
· They complete it at the weekend- this fits in so they can support their child with the activities.
· They like the fact that it comes out once a week.
· We discussed preparation for middle school.  Some schools get a lot of homework in year 5 and this can be a bit of a shock for children and parents.
· They liked having homework to dip in and out of and were happy that it is not compulsory.
· Some said they would like a worksheet occasionally.
· They all liked the open ended task and games.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Sometimes the homework could research topic information in preparation for lessons.
· They would appreciate further information about the topics studied in History and Geography.
· We discussed the point of homework- to reinforce skills taught in school, set the foundation for homework in further studies, develops a link between home and school.
· Parents liked the online activities the children can do- Ed shed and Times Tables Rock Stars.
· I explained that teachers will look at the homework if the children bring it in to school.
· The homework bulletin also gives pre learning for new concepts to be taught.

Actions
· Ensure the curriculum leaflet for each year group is sent out termly and available on the website for years 1-4.
· In the Summer Term in Year 4 offer some more formal homework that should be handed in on a set day.  Organise a homework club at lunchtime for children who want to complete it in school.  Stickers for those that complete it.
· Continue to offer open ended tasks to deepen knowledge and understanding.
The next meeting will be on Friday 10th March at 9.00– What do parents want in the end of year reports.

